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Abstract

The main objective of this study are twofold; (i) to shed light on the extent to
which management accounting techniques are being used by the industrial
companies listed on the Palestinian Stock Exchange, and (ii) to define the widely
used techniques among the traditional and modern techniques of management
accounting to cope with contemporary tends in the field. Furthermore, this study
aims at identifying factors that might affect the development of management
accounting techniques of industrial companies listed on the Palestinian Stock
Exchange, based on the contingency theory.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the descriptive analytical approach has
been adapted to review the literature, followed by an empirical study based on a
questionnaire that has been distributed to a sample of representatives from the
industrial companies listed on the Palestinian Stock Exchange. The sample
composed of the heads of the financial sector, the accounting managers, costs
and financial managers and management accountants. The response rate was
(93%), and the statistical analysis has been carried out to investigate the data
collected.

Amongst the significant findings of this study are: (i) the industrial companies
listed on the Palestinian Stock Exchange, to a great extent, are using management
accounting techniques in the various aspects of management' activities; (ii) the
rate of using the traditional management accounting methods by the industrial
companies listed on the Palestinian Stock Exchange is also significant, while the
percentage of using the modern management accounting is moderate. The study
also showed that increasing of competitiveness, increasing of the environmental
uncertainty, the application of modern manufacturing technology, the application
of a strategy to distinguish the products and the trend towards following
decentralized structures would affect the development of management
accounting techniques, while the application of a cost leadership strategy and
changing of management structure would not affect the development of
management accounting techniques.

This study has a set of recommendations, among them are: The management of
companies listed on the Palestinian Stock Exchange should develop the practices
and methods of management accounting as a whole in order to cope with the
philosophies of modern management and competitiveness in the business
environment, where this has a positive impact on improving the financial
performance of the company. In addition, there is a need to consider conditional
factors the affecting the development of management accounting techniques at
the industrial companies listed on the Palestinian Stock Exchange, through
utilizing the results of accounting research in this respect, which may help in the
accuracy of preparing and developing their control systems in order to achieve
coherence between them and the surrounding environment, to increase the
efficiency of the accounting work.
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